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OR, 
THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 





For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 
of them be, but life from the dead?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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HIsTORY OF THE CONTROVERSY. 


Continued from page 58. 


We resume the thread of our narrative at a knotty point— 
the unavailing attempt of the Board to get a Circular to the 
auxiliaries expressive of their determination to pursue a course 
different from that prescribed in the Constitution. Mr. Bruen’s 
Circular on his own principles, was feeble. His friends acknow- 
ledged that it was so, and could not adopt it. The one Dr. 
McLeod proposed as a substitute was admitted to be able, but 
its doctrines counteracted the new plans ; therefore tt could not 
be adopted, but was referred to the committee to draught the 
Circular, in hope that out of the two, they might present one, 
which would be acceptable. This committee, it would seem, 
had their own troubles on the subject of the circular ; for under 
date of June 27, 1827, we find them making the following re- 
port, viz. “ That after discussing and deliberating on the sub- 
ject committed to them, they have judged it expedient that the 
opinion of the Board of Directors (as constituted since the last 
annual meeting) be taken in regard to the proposed alteration 
of the Constitution, before any address be made to the patrons 
and auxiliaries of this Suciety, and the Committee therefore 
propose the following resolution—Resolved, that the resolution 
of the former Board, proposing an alteration in the Constitu- 
tion of this Society, so as tu authorize the Directors, in their dis- 
cretion, to make a different application of the funds of the So- 
ciety, from that now prescribed by the Constitution, be recon- 
sidered. 

Whereupon, Resolved, that the Hon. Jonas Platt, Rev. Drs. 
McLeod, McAuley, and Spring, and Rev. Mr. Frey, be a com- 
mittee to inquire if any alteration in the Constitution of our 
Society be necessary, and if any, what? and to submit the 
same (if any) in a definite form.” 

Vou. V. 6 
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We wish our readers here to note, that the clauses—* Direc- 
tors as constituted since the last annual meeting”—and “ the 
former Board,’”’ mean the same set of men. The former elected 
Board had never proposed any alteration in the Constitution. 
The proposition came from the Gentlemen who came in as 
$5 directors, and those gentlemen and their friends constituted a 
majority of the Board since the late anniversary—that is, from 
May, 1826, till May, 1827, when, as appears from our last Num- 
ber, they were ejected. 

The committee above referred to, made their report on the 
25" of July, which was adopted, and is as follows, viz. 

REPORT 

The Committee appointed at, the last meeting of this Board, 
“to inquire if any alteration in our Constitution be necessary, 
and if any, what? and to submit the same (if any) im a definite 
form,” respectfully report, that your committee understand the 
alteration of the constitution of this Society contemplated, con- 
sists in the virtual abolition of the plan of forming a distinct 
settlement or colony of Jews, in the United States of America, 
for Christian instruction, and for employment according to the 
second article of the Constitution of this Society. 

The Committee have deliberately examined the subject thus 
referred to them, with the aid of legal counsel, and they have 
unanimously agreed in opinion, that, however desirable or ex- 
pedient such an alteration may be, “the American Society for 
meliorating the condition of the Jews” has no lawful right to 
make the proposed alteration; in as much as the plan of colo- 
nization is, by the present Constitution, declared to be “ the ob- 
ject of this Society ;” and there is decisive evidence that the 
funds have been chiefly contributed in reference to, and with 
an express predilection for, that object. Your Committee are 
of opinion, that the act of the Legislature, incorporating the 
Society, must be understood as authorizing the prosecution of 
that declared object, only, as the chief business of the Society : 
and that the Society have no right, by an alteration of its Con- 
stitution, to change the application of its funds from that chief 
object to any other; except that Missionaries may lawfully be 
employed as ministerial and auxiliary objects, in order to pro- 
mote the primary design of Colunization. 

Your Committee, therefore, deem it improper to recommend 
any alteration of the Constitution, in that particular. All which 
is respectfully submitted. 

WNVew- York, July 15, 1826. Jonas Piatt, Chairman. 

Whereupon it was 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to consider the 
expediency of an application to the Legislature of this State, 
for such an alteration in the Charter of this Institution, as will 
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allow the Society to meliorate the condition of the Jews other- 
wise than by collecting them into a colony or settlement; and 
that the committee cunsist of the Rev. Dr. Rowan, and the 
Rev. Messrs. Elihu W. Baldwin and Absalom Peters. 

The said committee reported in part, at the regular meeting 
in August, and were continued. 

A majority of this committee, namely, the Rev. Messrs. Bald- 
win and Peters, finally reported, (Dr. Rowan dissenting,) in fa- 
vour of an application tu the Legislature for the purpose above 
stated. Pending the deliberations on this proposition, the fol- 
lowing remonstrance was sent to the Board, signed by a number 
of the Members of the Society, viz. 


To the Directors of the A. S. M. C. J. 


The undersigned Members of the Society having understood 
that at a meeting of your Board, held on the 25thday of July last, 
a resolution was adopted appointing a committee to report on 
the expediency of petitioning the Legislature, at their next ses- 
sion, so to alter the Constitution of our Society as to leave the 
Board at liberty to operate in meliorating the condition of the 
Jews otherwise than is now prescribed by that instrument ; and 
being impressed with the belief, founded upon good and 
weighty reasons, that such a procedure, if accomplished, would 
be attended with effects highly detrimental to the great cause 
in which we are engaged, as well as injurious to the best inte- 
rests of the Society—and if unsuccessful, would have a tenden- 
cy to alienate the well wishes of the Christian public, thereby 
closing the avenues of charity, and in effect destroying our fu- 
ture usefulness. 

The object and views of the original founders of our Society, 
are plainly portrayed in its constitution; and in accordance 
with those views have our funds been given and received—upon 
that faith of that constitution, adopted, we trust, under the direc- 
tion of Divine Providence, and openly promulgated ; upon the 
faith of the proceedings of the Board of Directors from the 
commencement of the Society till the present day ; upon the 
pledge of Gentlemen of high standing and piety; upon the faith 
of a union of all these, that our funds would be applied in ac- 
cordance with the spirit and letter of our constitution, have the 
public been induced to contribute. 

We are aware that the success which was fondly anticipated 
from the operations ol the board heretofore, has not been as great 
as was expected ; but it will be recollected that our path was new 
and unexplored, and that consequently difficulties might arise, 
which could not have been foreseen ; but, as yet, none have a 
peared but what by firmness and perseverance might have been 
overcome. 
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We have been told that Divine Providence had hedged up 
our way, and that there was no apparent possibility of proceed- 
ing. From this opinion we have, and must still materially differ. 
We have seen no cause to induce us to believe such a doctrine, 
but on the contrary are of the opinion that we had arrived at a 
period of time and a mode of operating, which would in every 
respect prove the feasibility of accomplishing, as well as the 
great utility of the object of our Society. To such a period 
we think we had arrived, when Divine Providence permitted 
his creature, man, to put forth bis hand, and for a time to suspend 
our proceedings; and we trust only for a time; for the same 
Divine Providence who permitted, can, and no doubt will, re- 
move the obstruction, and, in his own good time, confound the 
wisdom of the learned and the wise in their own esteem. 

In this land of civil and religious liberty, we anticipated no 
persecution. Protected by a charter from the highest Judicial 
source, we had hoped to mature and carry our plans into ope- 
ration without opposition. We trusted that we could repose 
under our own vine and fig-tree, and that none would molest us. 
We had also hoped that those who did nut approve, acwwated 
by Christian charity, would not condemn—much less seek to 
destroy. 

Whatever may have been the motives of those, who have taken 
the solemn responsibility upon themselves, of interfering with, and 
paralysing the legitimate operations of the Board, we can only 

udge by their proceedings, and we therefore leave them to 
their consciences and their God.—But as respects the intended 
ere to the Legislature, we most solemnly request the 
oard to pause, to consider well the magnitude of the under- 
taking ;to reflect whether the funds solemnly dedicated to God, 
and to meliorating the condition of the Jews, on certain and de- 
. fined principles, can honestly be diverted to other purposes, or 
directed to other objects, than those specially pointed out ; and 
for which the donors alone gave them. That it was the inten- 
tion of the donors that the funds should be applied agreeably to 
the letter and spirit of our present constitution, is beyond a 
doubt ; and to so apply them, the Society itself, and the Board of 
Directors, by their promulgated acts, stand most solemnly 
pledged—pledged both to God and man. 
our memorialists, deem it unnecessary here to enter into 
any argument, to prove the possibility of accomplishing the 
object of the Society, under its present Constitution ; suffice it 
to say, they have never doubted that possibility ; and in the firm 
belief of the final accomplishment thereof, they again request 
the Board to consider well, before they determine to proceed ; 
as we now assure them that we most decidedly protest against 
the proposed petition, as well for the reasons above urged as on 
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the ground that we view the principle as one founded in error, 
and in spirit radically wrong: and while we shall most deep! 
regret the necessity which compels, yet an imperative duty will 
oblige us to address a remonstrance to the same Legislature, 
containing a statement of facts connected therewith.” 

On the final vote, the Board was found so equally divided, 
that the project of going to the Legislature was entirely aban- 
doned. 

Thereupon the committee was appointed to devise some plan 
of operations, under the existing Constitution, in which the 
Board might harmonise. That committee met, and could not 
harmonise. The chairman, Dr. Spring, was requested to draw 
up a report to be submitted to the committee before it was pre- 
sented to the Board. It was not so submitted ; and neealig’s. 
when presented, containing matters which had never been 
thought of in the Committee, the Board would not receive it. 
The report was often called for, but was not forthcoming. On 
one of those meetings, when the report was called for, but not 
presented, the Rev. Dr. McLeod, as a member of the committee, 
read the following as a substitute for the expected report—and 
let it be here remembered that this very substitute had been read 
at the very first meeting of the Committee. ‘The recollection 
of this fact, will show that there was no foundation for the charge 
of inconsistency on the part of the minority of the committee, 
which is contained in the report of the majority of said Com- 
mittee, which was rejected by the Board, and published in No. 
2 of this volume. 

The substitute is as follows, viz. 

The Board have left but one course for themselves to pursue, 
and for their Committee to recommend. After much and fre- 
quent discussion, and “with the aid of legal counsel,” it has 
been decided, that “the American Society for M. C. J. has no 
lawful right to make the proposed alteration” in the Constitu- 
tion: and it has also been decided by the rejection at the last 
meeting of the Board, of the report of Messrs. Elihu W. Bald- 
win and Absalom Peters, in favour of applying to the Legisla- 
ture for such an alteration, that no such application be made. 
It is moreover decided that Missionaries may not be employed 
except as ministerial and aucviliary to the primary design of Colo- 
nization. All these decisions are upon your records, and have 
been officially published to the world. Your Committee, there- 
fore, have only to call the attention of the Board to the primary 
design, and the auaxtliary agencies. 

It is, indeed, high time that attention be fixed on that object. 
Six months have been expended in discussing questions, which 
ought not to have been agitated: and it is utterly inconsistent 
with honour and honesty to make the practice of the board 
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different from its written laws. However it may be allowed in 
Governments, not accurately circumscribed by a written con- 
tract to make the practice of the Constitution the supreme law, 
it is altogether intolerable under an express social compact, to 
introduce a practice at variance with the definite Constitution. 

In attempts to alter the second article of the Constitution of 
the A. S. M. C, J., several members of this Board have 
long persisted, but have hitherto failed. If, however, a prac- 
tice irrespective of that article be permitted, and the sole ob- 
ject overlouked, the articie is dead. [It only remains lifeless in 
ink and paper. The destruction of the Constitution, by the 
Society itself, though unlawful, or an application, by its fues, to 
the legislature, «ould, in our opinion, be a less evil, than a course 
of proceedings which would render an application to the ( ban- 
cellor necessary for the protection of the Funds collected for its 
defined objects. The Friends of the Constitution, whether in 
the Board or without, will by no means permit any of its articles 
to be compromitted. If the avowed opponents of its sole object 
are not yet satisfied with the decision of some of the ablest Ju- 
rists of our land, and still determined to persist in their opposi- 
tion, the most Christian course would be, to bring, amicably, 
the question before the competent tribunals for an ultimate set- 
tlement. 

This is not the time for a defence of the 2d article. That 
argument is at hand, and may be presented when requisite. 
There are, no doubt, many other means of promoting the welfare 
of Israel, besides those which this Society contemplate. There 
are other plans in the course of unmolested experiment among 
the nations. One man prefers one plan ; anuther man commends 
a different one: there is none perfect : and the majority of man- 
kind care nothing about any of them. All such associations are 
voluntary. The American Society cannot draw into its fellow- 
ship, or retain in it, any man against his own will. It is perfect- 
ly ab-urd, fur any set of men who voluntarily entered into it, to 
complain that they are not quietly permitted to dispose of its 
funds fur other purposes than that contemplated by the Con- 
stitution which they bave taken in trust to administer, If gentle- 
men have been over persuaded to come, first to aikinete and 
then destroy-the constitution, let them blame their advisers. The 
party maintaining the socjal compact cannot be considered as the 
aggressors in case of collision. 

his Board is put in trust. and its members are bound to ad- 
minister the constitution with fidelity to its design. They have 
themselves decided the primary poy be If any have subscribed 
the constitution, truth keeps him to his promise. If he has ac- 
cepted the trust even without oath, or subscription, or promise, 
still the moral obligation to honesty isthe same. Fraud, in apy 
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case, is sinful before God ; and it is implied in the very being of 
society, that a man be found faithful. Piety is ever without guile. 
Therefore do we adhere to our constitution and our charter. 
Those who do so are not to be blamed for want of courtesy. 
They have entered into no society to produce change or conten- 
tion. They offer violence to no man. They defraud no man in 
abiding by the bund of their own association. It is a question of 
principle. This constitution is their choice ; the public benevo- 
lence is their support, and their shield, the law. The principle 
is essential to human freedom. It is an attribute of liberty, civil 
and religious. Man is to be protected both from fraud and force 
in all his lawful pursuits ; and men have a right to associate for 
any object not forbidden by the law, and to protection in its pur- 
suit. The articles of every company place an obligation on all 
the partners, and the company is protected from associates who 
enter with intent to set aside the articles. On this principle 
individuals and communities have safety from the interference of 
others. Without it, society could not exist. If men may combine, 
with impunity, to put down one society, and alienate its resources, 
they may do so in other cases. They may conspire to defraud 
a bank, by becoming themselves, or by making their creatures, 
stockholders. ‘They may ruin a church by professing its creed, 
and taking its pews, and then overturning both its doctrine and 
its order. Yea, infidels, if they were base enough, might thus 
destroy the sanctuary of God. Indeed, if the practice of bad 
faith to written constitutions become general, it were as well to 
avow, at once, the doctrine of William Godwin’s Political Jus- 
tice—that it is a moral evil to make a contract or promise, 
and still worse to keep it after itis made; for he requires that 
every one’s heart should be as a glass, through which every other 
man may read. If the principle of true adherence to written 
compacts be set aside, then are all the nations in error in striv- 
ing to obtain definite constitutions of civil government, and the 
reign of written laws, instead of the arbitrary will of one man, or 
body of men. 

Such practice, under the constitution of this society, as is irre- 
spective of its primitive design of forming the Jews into a settle- 
ment, ought no longer to be tolerated ; and it would be still more 
immoral in its character, and injurious to the.society, should its 
managers adopt a system of evasion or inaction until its revenues 
were expended, and its supplies diverted into a different channel. 

Enough, both of time and money, has already been expended 
upon agencies, and upon individual Jews, according to the plan 
of amalgamation, without, as yet, subserving the object of the 
institution. Itis bigh time to act with decision. 

Remember that the Christian Hebrews are in the body, and 
Without a home—let us provide a suitable location for a settle- 
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ment, and let us afford, as heretofore, such aid to the stranger as 
may subserve the interests of emigrants who wish to amalgamate 
withour feHow-citizens. Let us, moreover, provide such mission- 
ary agencies as may conduce to their Christian edification, re- 
membering that they have precious and immortal souls. 


The committee accordingly recommend to the board—1. An 
oblivion of the past. —2. Issuing circulars to all kindred associ- 
ations at home and abroad, especially to auxiliaries.—3. In- 
structing the land commitiee to report with all convenient speed.” 


This substitute, as it emanated from only one member of the 
committee, could not be considered their report, and therefore 
was not accepted. The committee were continued. and a new 
chairman appointed. He forthwith called the committee together 
and they were found wider apart in sentiment than ever. Drs. 
M’Leod and Rowan would not yield to the prosecution of plans 
not recognised in the constitution ; accordingly the majority 
made a report to suit themselves, It was presented February 
12th, 1827, but was rejected. The report isin No. III. p. 46, of 
this volume, together with the answer of the minority of the com- 
mittee to its statements. That answer will be found to accord 
with the sentiments of the substitute recorded above, which had 
been read tn the hearing of the majority, befure they presented their 
report! “'The legs of the lame are not equal.” 

That report, with the answer, would constitute the next link in 
the chain of this narration. 

Immediately on the rejection of his report, Dr. Spring resign- 
ed his seat in the Board, and renounced all connection with the 
Society. Yet be deliberated and voted at the anniversary. Seve- 
ral other individuals imitated his example, and the meetings of 
the Board were generally attended by few of his friends, until the 
report of Mr. Bruen, of the proceedings of the Board for the past 
year, was presented. Then there was a strong muster, in order 
to carry it through. It was read and adopted by the following 
vote :— 

Ayes.—Mr. Bruen, T. McAuley, W. Stafford, A. C. Jackson, K. Taylor, 
M. Baldwin, J. H. Hill, L. Loomis, W. R. Cooke, |. R. Weed, A. Tappan, 
F. Howe, M. Wilbur. 

Nays.—A. McLeod, D. Boardman, S.N Rowan, T. E. Vermilye, P. 
Van Zandt, Jun., E. Burrill, W. Roy, W. F. Piatt. 

This the Rev. Secretary acknowledged, at the anniversary, was 
“a partial report.” It was accordingly rejected by the Society. 
That report is now befure the public; and as the Buard, at a recent 
meeting, appvinted a committee to examine and counteract its 
statements, we at present forbear any animadversions thereon. 

The resolution of the Board is as follows, viz. 

‘* A publication purporting to be the report of the late Board, 
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which was rejected by the Society at their late anniversary, hav- 
ing appeared in print; and statements being contained therein 
which may militate against the objects of the Society, therefore, 
Resolved, That the Rev. Drs. McLeod, Brodhead, and Rowan, 
be a committee to examine the said report, and to counteract any 
such statements therein contained, by a publication in the name of 
the Board, in any paper they may select.” 


ec $$ 


CONSTANTINOPLE. 
LETTER FROM REV. J. D. LEEVES. 


Constantinople, Jan. 5, 1827. 


I sit down to fulfil my promise of giving you some further ac- 
count of the interesting events connected with the Jews, which 
have occurred here. Under the date of Nov. 7, 1 find the fol- 
lowing entry in my journal : 

A Jewish Rabbi and another Jew, both believers in Christ, 
came to me; and I believe them sincere. 1 was much pleased 
with the Rabbi, who said, that for three years he had read the 
New Testament, and believed; that his wife was of the same 
sentiments with himself; that he read the New Testament to her, 
and instructed her ; and that they conversed much together on 
the subject. All he does at present is in secret; but [ think he 
is almost ready to confess Christ before men, and to suffer death 
for His name. On the following day the search began for all 
those who had been denounced to the Jewish Rabbis, as having 
visited Mr. Hartley and myself, and as desiring to become C hris- 
tians. ‘Two of them were seized, one of them bastinadved, and 
both thrown into the Bagnio, here they still remain in irons. 
Two or three more, | am told, were also taken up, but released 
after ashort imprisonment. Three others, who were afterwards 
baptised, found means to secrete themselves; the first, a book- 
binder; the secund, the Rabbi above mentioned ; the third, a 
youth about sixteen years of age, of respectable family and good 
expectations, All my preparations having been made for my 
tour in Romelia, | was obliged to leave Constantinople on the 
10th, and to commit the superintendence of this affair to Mr. 
Hartley ; ; having previously visited the men in their place of con- 
cealment. and found them steadfast in their resolution, and anx- 
ious to receive baptism. 

Before | proceed with their history, | will mention an incident 
connected with it, which happened to myself. After reaching 
Adrianople, and passing two days there, I left it for Ternovo; 
and at a town called lamboli, eighteen hours, or fifty-four miles 
on my road, I was overtaken by a Tartar of the Pasha of Adri- 
anople, bearing a letter from our Consul, which informed me 
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that by the positive order of the Pasha, I was required to return 
to Adrianople with the Tartar, to answer a serious charge brought 
againstme. The father of the youth, the day after my depar- 
ture, had presented a petition to the Grand Vesir, accusing me 
of having seduced his son from his parents, caused him to change 
his opinions, and having carried him off with me, in disguise, to 
Adrianople, to facilitate his escape from Turkey. The Grand 
Vesir, acting upon this document, made his complaints to our 
Ambassador, who, to give every rea-onable satisfaction to the 
Turkish authorities, wrote to the Consul, desiring him to see me 
on my arrival at Adrianople, and to examine into the truth of 
the affair. The Vesir atthe same time wrote to the Pasha, com- 
manding him to arrest me wherever | might be found, together 
with the youth who was supposed to be inmy company. These 
letters only reached Adrianople on.the day on which I had left 
it; and although the Consul, wishing to save me the inconve- 
nience of returning, pledged his responsibility to the Pasha, that 
the accusation of my having any Jew with me was wholly false, 
the latter said his orders were positive, and that he must insist 
upon seeing me, I was sherelire obliged to retrace my steps, 
under the surveillance of my honorary guard ; and on my arri- 
val, instead of being taken to the Consul’s house, as the Pasha 
had expressly promised him should be the case, the Tartar con- 
ducted me to the residence of the Tartar Agha, where I found 
myself, for about half an hour, treated as a prisoner. The Tartar 
Agha wished to conduct me immediately to the Pasha; but I 
positively refused to accompany him until the arrival of the Con- 
sul, to whom I sent to inform him of my situation. He soon 
came; and shortly afterward a message arrived from the Pasha 
that 1 might go to the Cansul’s, and begging Mr. D. to call on 
hia. A full explanation of the affair then took place; the Pa- 
sha was convinced of the groundlessness of the charge, and won- 
dered how such a mistake could have occurred; adding, that I 
was at full liberty, either to pursue my tour, or to return directly 
to Constantinople, which | had announced to him my resolution 
to do, to obtain satisfaction for the insult offered me. The next 
morning, however, the father of the youth arrived in person at 
Adrianople, in search of me and his son. He appeared before 
the Pasha, with the Consul’s Dragoman ; when, being fully per- 
suaded of the mistake he had made, and frightened at its possi- 
ble consequences, he humbly begged pardon. The Pasha also 
iaonaial in his favour with the Consul and myself, and told the 
Jew to go in person to us and ask our forgiveness. The Pasha 
also expressed the hope that 1 would not go to Constantinople, 
as | had announced I should, but prosecute my tour; which, on 
seeing how circumstances had turned cut, | thought it was best 
to do, and did not return hither until the 9th of December. 
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In the mean time, the pursuit after the missing Jews being hot, 
and the danger of their discovery great, Mr. Hartley resolved 
to comply with their earnest request for baptism. ‘The book- 
binder was baptised by the name of Jobn Baptist ; the Rabbi, of 
Peter, and the young man, of John. They bebaved with great 
devotion ; and, when their critical situation was set before them 
by Mr. Hartley, declared themselves ready, if necessary, to meet 
every suffering, eveu that of death itself, for the name of Christ, 
Being subsequently removed to another house from the one in 
which they were first secreted, they were denounced to the Jews 
through the treachery of an Armenian barber, who had shaved 
them, and was tempted by a bribe; and the Turkish guard being 
called in, seized them, together with the Armenian in whose house 
they were, and conducted them to the prison of the Porte. This 
happened on the Ist of December. 

a thrown off their Jewish dress and put on the European, 
this circumstance went against them in their trial before the 
Turkish authorities. It was, indeed, their design to escape from 
Constantinople, and the very next day was fixed for their depart- 
ure; but Providence, doubtless for wise and good purposes, or- 
dered it otherwise. When brought before the Grand Vesir, the 
Seraskier, Pasha, the Reis Effendi, and other great officers of 
the Porte, they boldly declared themselves to be Christians: 
they said, that the only reason why they were persecuted by their 
fellow-countrymen was, because they believed that the Messiah 
was come ; and they asked the Turks whether they also did not be- 
lieve that this was true. They presented their Haratch papers, 
saying they were faithful subjects of the Sultan, and that their 
humble desire was to be allowed to live as such, protected by the 
Government from the persecution of the Jews. After their sei- 
zure, the Jews had used all their efforts to obtain the execution 
of one of them. Sentence of death was passed upon the book- 
binder by the Grand Rabbi and his three assistants ; and a peti- 
tion was presented to the dragoman of the Porte, (himself for- 
merly a Jew,) offering him a large reward, if he would obtain 
for them its being carried into effect. ‘‘ We demand,” they said, 
“the death of this accursed man, whose blood be upon us.” 
This circumstance is the more rematkable, as the Jews never 
allow, if it be possible to prevent it, any one of their nation, 
whoever he may be, or whatever crime he may have been guilty 
of, to be put to death by the Turks. To prevent this, their na- 
tional purse is always open, and thousands and thousands of pias- 
ters are given on such occasions. Here, however, was a crime 
similar to that which our Saviour and his apostles had commit- 
ted ; and they were prepared to avenge it with a similar blind- 
ness and obduracy. “May the veil, ere long, be taken from their 
hearts! and I trust in God the time is rapidly approaching ! 
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The dragoman of the Porte, to his honour, refused to dip his 
hands in innocent blood, and, in a conversation with Mr. Hartley, 
compared their conduct to that of their forefathers before Pilate : 
and all that their interest and money could effect, was to obtain a 
sentence that they should be sent tu the Bagnio, the prison of 
the Arsenal, for the term of six months. 

During this critical interview between the Ist of December, the 
day of their apprehension, and the 7th, when they were cou mitted 
to the Bagnio, which they passed at the prison of the Porte, 
they were cut off as much as possible from all intercourse with 
their friends, and were assailed by the Jews with every kind of 
temptation to renounce their faith. A full pardon and immediate 
deliverance were promised them, if they would return to their 
old religion; and death was held out to them as the consequence 
of their perseverance. ‘The young man was the principal object 
of these assaults, whose father, now returned from Adrianople, 
and intended father-in-law (for though so young, be was already 
affianced in marriage, and the money of the dowry paid) left no 
means untried to reclaim him. He has however shown, through- 
out, an admirable firmness, and a lively faith and zeal; nor does 
he appear to have had more than one moment of weakness dur- 
ing the whole course of his severe trials: this was shortly after 
his apprebensivo, when he was assured, that if he returned to his 
parents and old religion, he would not only secure bimself from 
ange sre but that this would be the only means of saving the 
ives of the Armenian and his two friends ;—turning to whom, he 
said, “ For your sakes I must yield.” They, however, exhoried 
him not to be deceived by the professions of the Jews, but to 
stand firm; and that, if necessary, they would all die together. 
His courage was immediately restored ; and he has ever since, 
by his example, been the main support and encourage:nent of the 
little band. On one occasion, especially, their fortitude was put 
to the test; for the Jews, seeing that they could nut work upon 
them by promises, had it finally announced to them that their 
fate was sealed, and that the next morning they would be led to 
execution. Thus, fora whole night, they had the view of death 
before their eyes! and they spent it in reading the New Testa- 
ment with weeping and prayer. Two other Jews were left in 
prison with them, whom the bookbinder (or, as I should now 
say, John Baptist) reproved for their unbelief in the Messiah, 
exhorting them to follow their example, and become martyrs for 
the name of Christ. These Jews, unmoved by their behaviour 
and exhortations, wrote to the rabbis, tu inform them that there 
was no hupe of their ever returning to the Jewish religion, and 
that the only course to be pursued with them was to put them 
to death. 
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The punishment of prisoners in the bagnio consists in being 
chained, two and two, with heavy chains, and employed in the 
laborious works of the Arsenal, under the superintendence of 
Turkish guards, who beat them if they do not perform the task 
to their liking. There are about 700 persons in this prison, of 
whom about 300 are Greek slaves, the greater part prison- 
ers taken in the Greek war. The circumstances of this affair 
having produced a general sensation and sympathy throughout 
the city, had penetrated within the walls of the arsenal, and the 

risoners, when brought there, were kindly welcomed by the poor 
Christian slaves, who went in a body to the Agha and officers, to 
beg they might be kindly treated, and not put to severe labour. 
In consequence of this mediation, they passed the first two days 
unmolested ; but after this several Jews came, and among them 
the father and intended father-in-law of the young man, who, 
after another fruitless attempt to bring them back to Judaism, 
went and gave a considerable sum of money to the officers of the 
prison, to put them to hard work, and to beat and torment 
them. They suffered severely under this persecution for five or 
six days, until the matter’ coming to our knowledge, our am- 
bassador was so kind as to send his dragoman, and, by bis re- 
presentations, to procure the cessation of this wanton and cruel 
treatment, and the weight of their chains was diminished one 
half; although, being still in the class of chained prisoners, they 
have conti:.ued to labour with the rest. A few days ago, two 
of them were thrown down and bruised in working at a large 
wheel, used for raising the masts, and fixing them in the vessels of 
war, by a similar accident to which, two men had previously 
been killed before their eyes. They are now, however, recover- 
ed from their bruises, and will not, I believe, be henceforth 
employed in similar works. The father of the young man has 
been indefatigable in his endeavours to recover his son, and has 
repeatedly come to the prison with his mother and relations, 
persuading and entreating him with tears to return to them, and 
promising him every thing he could desire; but he has con- 
stantly repulsed them, telling them to lay aside all hope of 
changing his resolution; that Jesus Christ was now his father 
and mother; that he preferred his chains with Christ to all they 
could offer him ; and that when they renounced their errors, and 
became Christians, he would then acknowledge them as his re- 
lations. Among other encouragements they have had in their 
trials, bave been messages from some of their Jewish friends 
without, who partake in their sentiments, exhorting them to stand 
firm, saying that they gloried in their fortitude, and that their 
own hope was in their perseverance. I trust, indeed, | may say 
with truth, that they have conducted themselves like true Chris- 
tians; and it has been remarked, that the faith and love to Christ 
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shown by these new converts, may put to shame those who have 
long borne the Christian name. When in the height of their suf- 
ferings they professed themselves ready to die for the love of 
Christ, and said that their Saviour taught them that if their ene- 
mies took away their life, this was all they could do, and that they 
hoped their souls would be bappy with him tor ever. Their 
Christianity is indeed the work of the New Testament ; and the 
members of the Bible Society may rejoice over their conversion, 
as the fruit, under God, of their exertions in the circulation of the 
Scriptures. [ have no doubt, at the same time, that they deriv- 
ed great benefit from the instructions of Mr. Hartley, both before 
and during their concealment, who, a few days after their sen- 
tence was passed, took his departure for Malta in consequence of 
a letter he received from England, and left them to my care. They 
look up to me indeed as their protector ; and | have done, and 
shall do every thing that lies in my power to alleviate their suffer- 
ings, and to procure, if possible, the shortening of their term of 
imprisonment. 1! am at the same time incurring considerable ex- 
pense ; for the expenses of persons confined in a Turkish prison, 
where there is much extortion, are very considerable; and al- 
though I have received some assistance from friends bere, | am 
already about 1900 piastres out of pocket, and I expect I shall 
have still to disburse treble that sum before I see them clear of 
their trials. I should think myself, however, criminal in not do- 
ing what I can; and I trust my friends in England will not think 
me unreasonable in asking them to assist me in fostering this lit- 
tle spark, which may hereafter become a flame. 





EIGHTEENTH REPORT 


Of the London Society for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, read 
at the Annual Meeting, May 5th, 1826. 


Continued from page 79. 


The next day he writes— 
“ Kalish, Sept. 2'.--To-day, also, my room was filled with 


Jews, from early in the morning till late at night. I distributed 
again upwards of an hundred Tracts, two New Testaments, and 
four Catechisms, amongst them. A Physician and a rich Mer- 
chant also sent for books.” 

Thus-it appears, from this brief sketch of the Polish Mission 
during the past year, that all your missionaries are zealously, 
faithfully, and patiently employed in that country, in preparing 
the way of the Lord amongst the maltitudes of his ancient peo- 
ple, whom his providence has collected there. 

Your Committee wish to raise no unscriptural or unfounded 
expectations of any great immediate success; they would 
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rather call on you to unite with them in thankfulness to the Al- 
mighty, that so much has been permitted to them to do, and in 
earnest prayers, that he would continue to endue his servants 
with his grace, that they may not “ be weary in well doing,” as- 
sured that they shall reap if they faint not. 

Your Committee canno: finally quit the subjects of this mis- 
sion, without paying a grateful tribute to the memory of the de- 
ceased Emperor of Russia, under whose sanction it was com- 
menced, and carried on, until it pleased God to call him, as they 
humbly trust, to partake of a brighter and more imperishable 
crown. 

To the all-controuling providence of God, it must be ascrib- 
ed, that this monarch had in his dominions a greater number 
of the Jewi-h nation than is to be found in any other country ; 
and to what other source are we to trace the unfeigned desire 
which he felt and manifested for the promotion of the spiritual, 
as well as tempural welfare of his Jewish subjects. 

Not long before his death, he had establi-hed a Committee in 
Poland, for the purpose of advancing the moral and civil im- 
provement of the Jews. And as a proof, that his desire for 
their spiritual welfare was unabated, it is gratifying to know, 
that one of bis last acts in Poland was, to renew his sanction of 
your missions to the Jews in that cou: try. 

Your Committee have great satisfaction in farther reporting, 
that nothing whatever has occurred to make them fear any in- 
terruption of this kind support which has hitherto been afforded 
by the Russian Government. 

Your attention must now be directed to a differeut part of the 
world, and to a different aspect of your affairs. From your 
Missionari ies, employed on the shores of the Mediterranean, 
communications have been received from time to time, but lo- 
cal circumstances have prevented the publication of all their 
details. 

Difficulties of a formidable kind are there opposed to the la- 
bours of Missionaries to the Jews, and great prudence and 
tience are requisite in carrying on the work. With these quati- 
fications, your Missionaries, by the grace of God, seem to be en- 
dowed, and it may be hoped the time will come, when it will be 
seen that their labours have not been ineffectual. The difficul- 
ties connected with this station arise, partly from the worldly- 
mindedness and infidelity of the Jews themselves, and partly 
from the wickedness of many of the professing C hristians, by 
whom they are surrounded. One of the missionaries, under 
date of April 1, 1825, writes thus :— 

“ Tam sorry that we have not yet found means of such access 
to the seed of Abraham, as we wish and pray for. They are 
immersed in worldly business, and seem to know or care little 
about eternity ; but we believe, because God hath promised. 
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that even dry, yea, very dry bones, shall live. As opportunity 
offers, we will say unto them, Hear the word of the Lord, and 
pray that the Holy Spirit may unstop the deaf ear, and influ- 
ence the dead soul, that spiritual life may be produced.”’ 

And again, he says— 

* Our direct communication with the Jews is very limited. 
We have been occasionally at the synagogue, but there is no 
disposition to meet us in our inquiries.” 

Netwithuanding this senatel indifference, some interesting 
discussions have been held with individuals, and some books 
have been silently dispersed. 

The grand obstacle in the way of the Jew, however, your 
Committee lament to observe, seems to arise every where, or in 
most places, out of the unholy conduct of the majority of Chris- 
tians amongst whom they reside. 

Another of your Missionaries writes strongly upon this point ; 
but surely, when iniquity so abounds amongst professing Chris- 
tians, it is a time, “to cry aloud and spare not.” Under the 
date of August 2d last, he thus speaks of the difficulties spring- 
ing out of this cause :— 

“ First, then, when I address a Jew on the subject of Chris- 
tianity, it is impossible to extricate myself from the preposses- 
sion that he holds, and holds most justly, against our religion as 
professed by many bearing its name, but whose practices are so 
directly at variance with the word of God. 

ist. Breach of the Sabbath ; \et it be remarked what a grand 
feature of the Mosaic code is the strict observance of the Sab- 
bath. This is, alas! flagrantly profaned. Theatres, fetes, 
public amusements of all kinds, have the Lord’s day for an ex- 
clusive preference, nor are they ever so frequented as on that 
day. And is it thus the honest disciple of Moses is to be induced 
to forego his faith, and the creed of his fathers, especially when 
we hypocritically profess to venerate the same decalogue? Which 
is the true disciple, he who adheres to tie letter of the com- 
mandinent, or he who professes allegiance to its authority, and 
the same hour, in the face of the sun, tramples it under his feet. 


(To be continued.) 





NOTICE. 


By mistake, the following names were omitted in the list of officers of the A 
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